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by John Gillies

GIVE and take took on special meaning
for Tuai resident and power-station
employee Roha Lake.

He helped in the release of hatchery
rainbow trout in Lake Whakamarino at
Tuai, then less than a week later caught
a 13-kilogram (28½ pound) brown trout
hen less than 100 metres away in the
same lake.

Mr Lake, a Wairoa Angling Club
member, caught the 88-centimetre-long
fish just before midnight, fishing at the
tail-race, the outlet for the hydro-electric
power station.

It took Mr Lake, a keen angler for more
than two decades, just over 20 minutes to
land the fish.

Fish and Game officer John Lucas said
the catch enhanced the sports fishing
reputation of lakes in the Eastern Fish
and Game district.

The trout was to be featured in a
leading fishing magazine, and word of the
catch had spread quickly among the
angling fraternity.

Lake Whakamarino, in particular, with
its shallow depth and abundant food
source, had a history of producing trophy
fish.

But this fish was exceptional, even by
its standards.

Mr Lucas said it was interesting that
this was a wild, rather than hatchery-
released, fish.

It showed the ability of the lake to
produce exceptionally large fish.

Another interesting point was the
excellent condition of the fish.

‘‘It had a condition factor of 69, which is
almost unheard of for a trout of that size.
Its girth made it look a bit like a tuna.’’

Mr Lucas said Fish and Game staff
would remove an otolith — a bone in the
trout’s ear which has ‘‘growth rings’’ like
those of a tree — to find out the age of the
fish. This would give a clear indication of
its growth rate.

Mr Lake, a former Gisborne-East Coast
rugby league representative prop who
played for Wairoa Tigers, is having the
fish mounted and it will be displayed in
the Lake Whakamarino Lodge at Tuai.

WWhhooppppeerr  ttrroouutt
ccaauugghhtt  aatt  TTuuaaii

Roha Lake releases rainbow trout fingerlings into Lake Whakamarino. Less than a week
later, fishing less than 100 metres away, he caught this 13-kilogram brown trout hen.
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by Diana Dobson

MP JANET MACKEY is
not calling for means
testing for rates . . . . but she
does want better
management from local
government.

‘‘The purchasing
decisions and money
management of this council
deserves to be subject to
intense scrutiny by
ratepayers.’’

In the past the charm of
Gisborne had been that
there were no ‘exclusive’
areas — but the Gisborne
District Council was now
creating those kinds of
areas.

‘‘It is criminal some of the
increases people are facing
with these rate rises.’’

In just over a week Janet
Mackey has had more than
70 calls from local
ratepayers — some based in
Auckland and Tauranga.

‘‘They are looking for
help,’’ she said. ‘‘They are
simply saying they can’t pay
the increases — they can’t
afford to stay in their own
homes.’’

The accommodation
supplement could help in
some cases, but she said it
had not been designed to
absorb ‘‘rate increases such
as this’’.

The Government was
working on a strategy to
ensure that New Zealand
recognised the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) standards that
no more than 25 percent
of a household income
should be spent on
accommodation.

‘‘Central government has
done its bit in two ways —
by introducing income
related rentals for state
house tenants and by
leaving the accommodation
supplement in place to
assist private sector
tennants.’’

But it was very difficult
for landlords, whether
private or state, to meet the
WHO standard if the
council was already taking
40 percent of a household
income in rates.

‘‘I am not suggesting
means testing for rates at
all — what I am suggesting
is better management from
local government.’’

The GDC’s biggest
problem was management,
she said.

‘‘Management of issues
like depreciation — they
have known for years this
was coming and some
councils increased it
gradually.’’

The Government had

issued an open invitation to
small councils having
problems upgrading major
projects.

‘‘The Government
recognises small councils
have real difficulty when it
comes to something like
upgrading of waste water
disposal. We don’t have
enough people to pay for the
upgrade of services like that
but there is a strong case for
discussion with the
government and approp-
riate ministers to look at
ways that our problems can
be recognised.’’

That could mean
financial assistance.

Janet Mackey said
central government was
looking at ways to help
Auckland’s road congestion
problems and pledged her
support of making Gisborne
the subject of similar
assistance.

‘‘I’m looking at a solution
that I could facilitate
through a members bill in
parliament if that is what it
takes,’’ she said. But looking
at a Rate Review Act review
was not the answer.

‘‘That does nothing to
encourage good financial
management by local
authorities.’’
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